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Learning Overview 

Learning Aim Learning Focus What Students Will Do Assessment Evidence 

Learning Aim A – Investigate 
how professional 
performance or production 
work is created 

Develop understanding of 
professional performance and 
production in the dance industry by 
analysing a range of professional 
works. 

- Watch and analyse at least three professional dance 
performances across different styles (e.g. contemporary, jazz, 
street, ballet, or cultural dance). 
- Explore themes, purpose, influences, and intended 
outcomes. 
- Identify roles and responsibilities of performers, 
choreographers, directors, and designers. 
- Practically explore short extracts or repertoire from the 
chosen works. 

- Research log or 
portfolio. 
- Written or filmed 
analysis. 
- Practical exploration 
journal. 
- Verbal presentation. 

Learning Aim B – 
Demonstrate understanding of 
the skills, techniques and 
approaches used by 
professionals to create 
performance work 

Apply knowledge gained from Aim A 
through practical exploration and 
workshops, focusing on process, 
technique, and rehearsal discipline. 

- Participate in practical dance workshops inspired by the 
chosen professional works. 
- Explore rehearsal processes: idea generation, choreographic 
development, refining, and performance. 
- Apply and evaluate skills, techniques and approaches used 
by professionals. 
- Reflect on the production process, including technical 
rehearsal, dress rehearsal, and post-performance review. 

- Workshop logs and 
reflections. 
- Practical footage of 
rehearsals. 
- Evaluative written 
commentary or vlog. 
- Observation records 
and feedback sheets. 
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Scheme of Work 

Week / Lesson Focus Learning Objective 
Learning Outcome / 

Success Criteria 
Key Concepts / 

Keywords 
Assessment 

Opportunities 

1. Introduction 
to Performing 
Arts & 
Professional 
Works 

Overview of the 
performing arts 
industry and 
professional dance 
companies. 

To understand the 
structure of the 
performing arts industry 
and identify key 
professional works. 

Identify a range of 
performance styles and 
explain their purpose 
and audience. 

Performance 
context, company 
roles, repertoire, 
style, purpose. 

Research log 
entry 1: Initial 
notes on 
professional 
works. 

2. Exploring 
Professional 
Dance Works 
(Style 1) 

Analyse the first 
professional work 
(e.g., Matthew 
Bourne’s Swan 
Lake). 

To describe the theme, 
style, and 
choreographic intention 
of the first work. 

Explain the purpose 
and intention of the 
piece and identify 
stylistic influences. 

Contemporary 
dance, 
choreography, 
narrative, 
intention. 

Written or 
visual analysis, 
teacher 
observation. 

3. Exploring 
Professional 
Dance Works 
(Style 2) 

Analyse the second 
professional work 
(e.g., Akram Khan’s 
Dust). 

To analyse how style 
and technique reflect 
the work’s purpose and 
message. 

Identify choreographic 
devices, use of space, 
and movement 
vocabulary. 

Physical theatre, 
stimulus, 
structure, motif 
development. 

Research log 
entry 2: 
Analytical 
comparison. 

4. Exploring 
Professional 
Dance Works 
(Style 3) 

Analyse the third 
professional work 
(e.g., Diversity – 
Street Dance 
Performance). 

To compare different 
styles and techniques 
across professional 
works. 

Evaluate how each 
work communicates 
through performance 
and production 
elements. 

Street dance, 
ensemble, 
production values, 
theme. 

Annotated 
comparison 
chart or 
presentation. 
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5. Roles, 
Responsibilities, 
and Skills 

Investigate how roles 
contribute to 
creating 
performance work. 

To explore the 
responsibilities and 
skills of dancers, 
choreographers, and 
producers. 

Describe how 
collaboration and 
creative roles influence 
the final product. 

Performer, 
choreographer, 
rehearsal director, 
lighting designer. 

Written analysis 
or mind map for 
Learning Aim 
A2. 

6. Practical 
Exploration 
Workshops 
(Style 1) 

Recreating extracts 
inspired by 
professional 
repertoire. 

To practically explore 
choreography and 
performance style from 
a chosen work. 

Perform and reflect on 
the physical and 
expressive demands of 
professional material. 

Technique, 
dynamics, 
performance 
quality, ensemble 
work. 

Practical 
observation 
record. 

7. Practical 
Exploration 
Workshops 
(Style 2) 

Technique and skill 
development based 
on professional work 
2. 

To explore technical and 
stylistic approaches 
through practical 
application. 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
professional technique 
and style. 

Rehearsal 
discipline, 
coordination, 
focus, 
performance 
skills. 

Reflective log 
entry or video 
diary. 

8. Processes: 
From Idea to 
Performance 

Understanding how 
professional work is 
developed. 

To explore the process 
from initial idea to final 
performance. 

Explain how 
professionals use 
development, 
rehearsal, and 
refinement processes. 

Creative process, 
improvisation, 
structure, 
rehearsal 
techniques. 

Written 
reflection or 
storyboard 
timeline. 

9. Production 
Process and 
Review 

Understanding the 
production stages in 
performance. 

To identify and describe 
the production process 
in professional work. 

Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
production processes 
(rehearsals, tech, 

Production 
process, technical 
rehearsal, 
evaluation. 

Learning Aim B 
evidence draft – 
process 
overview. 
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dress, performance, 
review). 

10. Evaluation 
and Refinement 

Reviewing skills and 
understanding. 

To consolidate 
understanding of how 
professionals create 
and refine work. 

Reflect on how skills, 
techniques, and 
processes contribute to 
final performance. 

Evaluation, 
reflection, 
interrelationships. 

Final portfolio 
submission for 
Learning Aims A 
& B. 
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