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Exam Board: AQA 
 Course Structure: 

• Component 1: Devising Drama (30%) 
• Component 2: Performing from a Text (30%) 
• Component 3: Understanding Drama (Written Exam – 40%) 

End-of-Term Outcomes (Autumn) 

   Developed understanding of Component 3 structure and assessment style 

    Written evaluation of Dear England (Section C practice) 

    Performed and analysed Blood Brothers extracts 

    Completed mock written responses for Sections B & C 

 

Week 
Focus / 

Topic 
Learning Objectives Activities / Learning Tasks 

Assessment / 
Evidence 

1 

Introduction 
to GCSE 
Drama & 
Dear 
England 

To recap key drama skills and techniques. 
Icebreakers and ensemble activities; short 
improvised scenes linked to teamwork and 
storytelling in Dear England. 

Baseline 
performance and 
peer reflection. 

2 
Staging and 
Audience 

To explore stage configurations and how 
they affect performance and audience 
impact. 

Explore end-on, thrust, in-the-round setups 
using short Dear England extracts; 
experiment with audience positioning. 

Practical 
exploration and 
design sketches. 
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3 
Narrative & 
Structure 

To explore narrative structure in drama 
and how performance choices 
communicate story. 

Create a group-devised sequence showing 
the rise/fall of a football team; link to Dear 
England’s use of real events. 

Group 
performance and 
verbal feedback. 

4 
Context & 
Themes 

To understand the context and key 
themes of Dear England. 

Research task: Gareth Southgate, 
masculinity, teamwork, national identity; 
tableaus and physical theatre to represent 
ideas. 

Context mind map 
and freeze-frame 
analysis. 

5 
Exploring 
Live Theatre 

To explore how live theatre (Dear England) 
is used in Section C of the exam. 

Watch key scenes or full recording; discuss 
acting, direction, design using AQA live 
theatre criteria. 

Observation 
notes. 

6 
Scene 
Rehearsal 

To plan and perform a longer scene using 
staging, techniques, and narrative 
structure. 

Rehearse chosen extract focusing on 
character motivation, proxemics, and 
audience engagement. 

Rehearsal log. 

7 
Directorial 
Choices 

To experiment with a director’s choices to 
change what the audience thinks and 
feels. 

Change tone or intention through direction; 
discuss how choices shift meaning. 

Director’s notes 
and peer review. 

8 
Performance 
Refinement 

To refine and perform a scene and 
evaluate how effectively meaning is 
communicated. 

Final rehearsals and assessed scene 
performances. 

Filmed 
performance and 
self-evaluation. 

9 
Theatre 
Critic Skills 

To think like a theatre critic: describe, 
explain, and judge performance choices. 

Model PEEL paragraph writing based on Dear 
England extracts. 

Paragraph writing 
task. 

10 
Written 
Practice 

To apply understanding of vocal and 
physical skills to write a structured 8-
mark response. 

8-mark question practice using class 
performance or Dear England review. 

Marked 8-mark 
exam question. 
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11 
Interpreting 
Acting & 
Direction 

To explore and interpret key moments 
through performance, demonstrating 
understanding of acting and direction. 

Explore scenes showing tension and 
leadership; focus on gesture, tone, and pace. 

Practical 
exploration notes. 

12 
Scene 
Performance 

To perform key moments, demonstrating 
understanding of acting and direction. 

Summative performance using staging and 
characterisation. 

Assessed 
performance. 

13 
Evaluation 
Workshop 

To evaluate performance work, analysing 
how meaning was created for the 
audience. 

Review filmed scenes; use AQA vocabulary to 
analyse acting and direction. 

Peer and self-
evaluation. 

14–15 
Live Theatre 
Response 

To consolidate understanding of live 
theatre evaluation (Section C). 

Plan and write a full 12-mark live theatre 
essay on Dear England. 

Marked 12-mark 
written response. 

 


