
Year 11 GCSE Drama (AQA 8261) Unit 1 Scheme of Work 
 

   
 

Term: September – December 
 Duration: ~14–15 weeks 
 Exam Board: AQA 
 Units Covered: 

• Component 1: Understanding Drama (Section C – Live Theatre Review, Section A/B – Blood Brothers) 
• Component 2: Devising Drama (Practical and Logbook) 
• Component 3: Performing from a Text (DNA – rehearsals and performance) 
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Focus / Topic Learning Objectives Activities / Learning Tasks 
Compone

nt Link 
Assessment / 

Evidence 

1 
Revisiting the 
Devising 
Project 

To review and understand the 
process of your devising project. 

Group discussion on devising journey 
so far. Review feedback and 
recordings. Identify areas for 
improvement. 

C2 
Reflection notes and 
planning for scene 
refinement. 

2 
Scene 
Refinement 

To review and improve ONE scene 
of your devised project. 

Practical rehearsal sessions focused 
on clarity of message and physical/ 
vocal detail. 

C2 
Annotated script or 
notes showing 
refinements. 

3 
Logbook 
Development 

To refine Logbook 2 entry (creative 
process & contribution). 

Write or redraft Logbook 2 (creative 
decisions, contribution, and 
collaboration). Peer feedback. 

C2 
Updated Logbook 2 
entry. 
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4 
Rehearsal & 
Character 
Focus 

To continue rehearsing devised 
project. To understand your 
character’s motives and 
intentions. 

Practical rehearsal focusing on 
objective, subtext, and emotional 
truth. 

C2 
Annotated script and 
director’s notes. 

5 
Live Theatre 
Analysis 

To reflect on the live theatre 
production of Dear England. 

Group discussion and written 
response: themes, performance 
skills, design, and audience impact. 

C3 
(Section C) 

Notes and draft live 
theatre response 
paragraph. 

6 
Evaluation of 
Process 

To evaluate the 
process/performance so far in 
Logbook 2. 

Write evaluation section of Logbook 
2 – linking to AO1, AO2, AO4 criteria. 

C2 
Completed Logbook 2 
draft. 

7 
Performance 
Feedback 

To perform devised project to 
receive feedback. 

Perform to peers. Record 
performance. Collect verbal/written 
feedback. 

C2 
Peer and teacher 
feedback forms. 

8 Refining Work 
To use feedback to refine Logbook 
2. To review last changes in 
preparation for final performance. 

Redraft Logbook 2 in response to 
feedback. Focus on final polish of 
devised piece. 

C2 
Finalised Logbook 2 
for submission. 

9 
Final Devised 
Performance 

To perform final devised 
performance. To introduce 
Logbook 3 requirements. 

Perform devised piece for 
assessment. Introduce evaluative 
Logbook 3 (review and reflection). 

C2 

Recorded final 
devised performance 
(AO2) + Logbook 3 
planning. 

1
0 

Devised 
Evaluation 

To begin Logbook 3 drafts. 

Write initial reflections on 
performance success, audience 
response, and individual 
development. 

C 2 Draft of Logbook 3. 
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1 

Section C – 
Live Theatre 
Revision 

To revise for Section C (live theatre 
evaluation). 

Practice writing responses on Dear 
England using AQA criteria and 
sample questions. 

C3 
Timed practice 
question and teacher 
feedback. 

1
2 

Section C – 
Continued 

To revise for Section C (live theatre 
evaluation). 

Continue revision: analysing 
performer and design elements. 
Model responses and peer marking. 

C3 
Revised practice 
essays and examiner-
style feedback. 

1
3 

Section C – 
Final Prep 

To revise for Section C (live theatre 
evaluation). To revisit Logbook 3 
and review devised performances. 

Final revision and reflection. Add 
final notes to Logbook 3. 

C1 & 3 
Completed Logbook 
3. 

1
4 

Component 1 
Wrap-Up 

To review and refine Logbooks. To 
complete response to Logbook 3. 

Final checks on all Logbooks. Submit 
Component 1 folder (Logbook 1–3 + 
recording). 

C2 
Final submission of 
Component 1 
portfolio. 

1
5 

Text Study: 
Blood 
Brothers 

To recap Blood Brothers and 
explore themes and characters. 

Practical exploration and scene 
work. Theme mapping and hot-
seating. 

C3 
Character/theme 
mind maps and short 
response questions. 

1
6 

Introducing 
DNA 

To introduce Component 3 – DNA. 
To understand themes and 
characters. To do an initial read-
through. 

Read through DNA. Discuss context, 
characterisation, and tension. 

C 1 & 3 
Annotated script and 
group discussions. 

1
7 

DNA Casting 
& Rehearsal 

To begin casting DNA and 
rehearsals. 

Select extracts. Begin rehearsing with 
focus on character relationships and 
subtext. 

C3 
Rehearsal log and 
notes. 

1
8 

DNA 
Rehearsals 

To rehearse two extracts of DNA. 
Develop vocal and physical 
techniques. Peer feedback and 
teacher guidance. 

C3 
Annotated scripts and 
rehearsal footage. 
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1
9 

DNA 
Performance 

To perform and record your 
performance for DNA. 

Final performance assessment and 
recording. Reflective discussion 
post-performance. 

C3 
Recorded 
performance + self-
evaluation. 

 


